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MUSIC
Department Overview and Learning
Outcomes
The Cornish Music Department has always been forward-thinking. Our
legacy includes cutting-edge jazz education, maverick composers who
challenge the way we listen, and performers making art around the globe.
World-renowned faculty mentor students as they find their own path in
the music industry.

Our goal is to provide the highest quality education designed to give the
contemporary musician a stimulating and challenging environment to
develop their skills, identify their passions, expand their horizons, and
embody values of integrity and authenticity. 

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES
At the completion of their program of study, graduates of the Music
Department at Cornish College of the Arts are able to:

• Demonstrate advanced musicianship including fluency in
performance practice, composition, improvisation, theory, ear training,
rhythm, and keyboard skills.

• Synthesize musicianship with an emerging and personal artistic
vision.

• Contextualize music through the lenses of history, culture, politics,
and society.

• Communicate effectively about music through writing, speaking, and
diverse media.

• Employ knowledge of professional practices, technology, and career
options in the field of music.

• Integrate music with other artistic practices and in the community.

Music
All students studying in the Cornish Music Department follow the same
model program, found below. Students are able to particularize their
program of study through choices of ensembles, electives, private
instruction, and their Cornerstone and Capstone projects.

Code Title Hours
Music Credit Hours 72
General Education Credit Hours 30
College Elective Credit Hours 6
Open Electives Credit Hours 12

Total Hours 120

Course Title Hours

First Year

Fall

MU 101 Musicianship I 3

MU 120 Ensemble I 2

MU 159 Sound in Theory and Practice 2

MU 180 Private Instruction: 100-Level 2

HS 111 Writing and Analysis I 3

HS 131 First-Year Liberal Arts Seminar 3

  Hours 15

Spring

MU 102 Musicianship II 3

MU 144 The Practice of Improvisation 2

MU 170 Music in Context 3

MU 180 Private Instruction: 100-Level 2

HS 112 Writing and Analysis II 3

College or Open Electives 3

  Hours 16

Second Year

Fall

MU 201 Musicianship III 3

MU 220 Ensemble II 2

MU 245 The Practice of Music Composition 2

MU 280 Private Instruction: 200-Level 2

General Education Coursework 3

College or Open Electives 3

  Hours 15

Spring

MU 202 Musicianship IV 3

MU 258 Fundamentals of Electronic Music 2

MU 280 Private Instruction: 200-Level 2

IA 250 Professional Practices in the Arts 3

General Education Coursework 3

College or Open Electives 3

  Hours 16

Third Year

Fall

MU 316 Topics in Music Technology 2

MU 324 Topics in Music Theory and Analysis 3

MU 395 Cornerstone Project Colloquium 1

MU 399 Cornerstone Project 2

General Education Coursework 6

  Hours 14

Spring

MU 320 Ensemble III 2

MU 348 Topics in Generative Music Practice 2

MU 356 Topics in Ethnomusicology 3

MU 380 Private Instruction: 300-Level 2

General Education Coursework 3

College or Open Electives 3

  Hours 15

Fourth Year

Fall

MU 354 Topics in Music History 3

MU 348 Topics in Generative Music Practice 2

MU 357 Music, Community, and Pedagogy 2

MU 480 Private Instruction: 400-Level 2

General Education Coursework 3

College or Open Electives 3

  Hours 15

Spring

MU 324 Topics in Music Theory and Analysis 3

MU 420 Ensemble IV 2

MU 499 Capstone Project 3

General Education Coursework 3

College or Open Electives 3

  Hours 14

  Total Hours 120

Music Faculty
Staff
James Falzone  Professor & Faculty Chair
MM New England Conservatory
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BM Northern Illinois University

Reed Rodgers  Department Coordinator
BA Pitzer College

Faculty
Marina Albero, Instructor
BM Taller de Musics (Spain)
Further Studies at Conservatori Isaac Albeniz and Instituto Superior de
Arte

Kelly Ash  Instructor
MM New York University
BM Cornish College of the Arts '08

Tom Baker  Professor
DMA University of Washington
MM Arizona State University
BA Boise State University

Heather Bentley  Instructor
MM San Francisco Conservatory
BM San Francisco Conservatory

Greg Campbell  Instructor
DMA University of Washington
MM New England Conservatory
BA Brigham Young University

Chuck Deardorf  Instructor
BA The Evergreen State College

Ruthie Dornfeld Instructor

BM Berklee College of the Music
 

Kaley Lane Eaton  Associate Professor
DMA University of Washington
MAT Longy School of Music at Bard College
MM Longy School of Music at Bard College
BA Whitman College

Leanna Keith  Instructor
MM University of Washington
BM University of Nebraska

Johnaye Kendrick  Professor
MM Loyola University
BM Western Michigan University

Ha-Yang Kim  Instructor
Karnatic Music Studies Conservatory van Amsterdam
BM New England Conservatory

Raymond Larsen  Instructor
MM University of Washington
BM University of Washington

Natalie Lerch  Professor
DMA Eastman School of Music
MM Ohio University
BM University of Anchorage

Michael Jinsoo Lim  Instructor
MM Indiana University

BM Indiana University

David Marriot  Instructor
MM Manhattan School of Music
BM University of Washington

Jesse Myeres Instructor

MM University of Washington

BM Bowling Green State University

Michael Nicolella  Instructor

MM Yale University
BM Berklee College of Music

Kerry O’Brien  Associate Professor
Ph.D. Indiana University
MA Indiana University
BM Northern Illinois University

Mark Robbins  Instructor
BM Temple University

Tom Varner  Associate Professor
MA City College of New York
BM New England Conservatory of Music

Neil Welch Instructor

BM University of Washington

MU 101  Musicianship I  3 Credits  
An introduction to basic music theory and ear training including: notation
for pitch and rhythm; intervals; diatonic (major and minor) scales;
chromatic scale; diatonic modes; key signatures; transposition; and
concepts in rhythm, meter and durational notation. Students will explore
these foundational theoretical principles through analysis, composition,
improvisation, performance, and listening.

MU 102  Musicianship II  3 Credits  
An exploration of the linear aspect of music and the nature of the melodic
impulse. Across styles, genres, eras, and cultures, the linear singularity
of melody is a shaping force in music. Topics will include notation and
sound, diatonic scales and modes, key signatures, intervals, melodic
rhythm, pitch curves, melodic structure, melodic profile, melodic gesture,
and simultaneous melodies through the study of counterpoint. Students
will explore melody through analysis, composition, improvisation,
performance, and listening.

MU 120  Ensemble I  2 Credits  
Communal music-making plays a vital role in the development of the
creative musician. 100-level ensembles provide entry-level experience
through a rotating variety of styles, repertoires, and approaches.
In addition to bi-weekly rehearsals, students take part in a public
performance through the Music Department’s semesterly Scores of
Sound Festival. Sample 100-level ensembles may include: African
Drumming, Jazz Ensemble I, Beat Maker’s Ensemble, Chamber Ensemble
I, Guitar Ensemble, and Beginner Gamelan Ensemble.
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MU 144  The Practice of Improvisation  2 Credits  
Introduction to the theory and practice of musical improvisation.
Students explore a variety of methods and approaches to improvisation
including non-idiomatic, open structure, harmonically based, graphic
notation, and non-Western traditions. Significant recordings, scores, and
texts are studied as a means of understanding improvised practice as a
foundational aspect of musicianship.

MU 159  Sound in Theory and Practice  2 Credits  
An introduction to sound as a naturally occurring phenomenon and as the
raw material of artistic practice. Students examine the physics of sound,
psychoacoustics, Pauline Oliveros’ Deep Listening, the manipulation and
capturing of sound through technology, and the history of sound studies
and electronic music. No technical knowledge is required.

MU 170  Music in Context  3 Credits  
This course examines the intersecting webs within which music takes
place, including social, political, economic, cultural, and historical
contexts. Through regular listening, reading, and writing assignments,
this course offers an introduction to “contextualizing music,” with topics
ranging widely from Beethoven to Billie Holiday to Beyoncé. This course
is open to music majors and non-majors.

MU 180  Private Instruction: 100-Level  2 Credits  
The Cornish Music Department puts a high level of importance on Private
Instruction as a means of development and mentorship for the aspiring
musician. Private Instruction at the 100-level introduces students to basic
techniques and repertoire for instruments, voice types, or compositional
practice. Students demonstrate their development at an End of Semester
Performance (ESP) in front of a faculty panel, who offer written and verbal
feedback.

MU 190  Elective PI: 100-Level  2 Credits  
The Cornish Music Department puts a high level of importance on Private
Instruction as a means of development and mentorship for the aspiring
musician. Private Instruction at the 100-level introduces students to basic
techniques and repertoire for instruments, voice types, or compositional
practice. Students demonstrate their development at an End of Semester
Performance (ESP) in front of a faculty panel, who offer written and verbal
feedback. Private Instruction fees apply, see website for details.

MU 201  Musicianship III  3 Credits  
This course will explore the “color” of sound, building on our knowledge
of timbre from introductory sound studies, we will come to understand
the complex nature of harmony. Across styles, genres, eras, and cultures,
harmony gives context to sound, and is a shaping force in music. Topics
will include chords, triads, chord function, chord---scale theory, figured---
bass and lead---sheet notation, cadences, diatonic chord progressions,
and chromatic chord progressions. Students will explore harmony
through analysis, composition, improvisation, performance, and listening.

MU 202  Musicianship IV  3 Credits  
This course will present the concepts of Chromatic and Modal Harmony.
These concepts will be explored in-depth through the idea of linear
chromaticism and chord extension. This concept will be the lens used to
explore modulations, mode mixture, substitutions, modal resolutions, the
Lydian-chromatic system. The study of simple forms will act as a bridge
to contextual understanding of the Musicianship series. The course will
finish with an introduction to 20th and 21st century techniques.

MU 220  Ensemble II  2 Credits  
Communal music-making plays a vital role in the development of the
creative musician. 200-level ensembles provide intermediate experience
through a rotating variety of styles, repertoires, and approaches.
In addition to bi-weekly rehearsals, students take part in a public
performance through the Music Department’s semesterly Scores
of Sound Festival. Sample 200-level ensembles may include: Blues
Ensemble; Laptop Ensemble; Celtic Music Ensemble; Jazz Ensemble II;
Chamber Ensemble II; and others.

MU 245  The Practice of Music Composition  2 Credits  
Introduction to musical composition including the generation of material,
arranging and orchestration, and sustaining a creative musical practice.
Significant composers, scores, and texts are studied as a means of
understanding composition as a foundational aspect of musicianship.

MU 258  Fundamentals of Electronic Music  2 Credits  
This course explores the history of electronic technology as a means
of musical expression. We will approach a variety of styles and eras of
electronic music through listening, analysis, compositional modeling,
and other creative work. Students will have hands---on experience with
tools and techniques used to create electronic music in the analog and
digital realm, and will develop a framework of understanding with which
to generate historical, formal and theoretical analyses as well as creative,
generative work.

MU 280  Private Instruction: 200-Level  2 Credits  
The Cornish Music Department puts a high level of importance on Private
Instruction as a means of development and mentorship for the aspiring
musician. Private Instruction at the 200-level is a continuation of 100-
level instruction, with increasingly higher levels of expectations for
technique and repertoire for instruments, voice types, or compositional
practice. Students demonstrate their development at an End of Semester
Performance (ESP) in front of a faculty panel, who offer written and verbal
feedback.

MU 290  Elective PI: 200-Level  2 Credits  
The Cornish Music Department puts a high level of importance on Private
Instruction as a means of development and mentorship for the aspiring
musician. Private Instruction at the 200-level is a continuation of 100-
level instruction, with increasingly higher levels of expectations for
technique and repertoire for instruments, voice types, or compositional
practice. Students demonstrate their development at an End of Semester
Performance (ESP) in front of a faculty panel, who offer written and verbal
feedback. Private Instruction fees apply, see website for details.

MU 298  Independent Study  1.00 - 4.00 Credits  
Focuses on a special project of the student’s choice and design that
is unavailable within the regular curriculum. Sophomore standing and
permission from Department Chair required.

MU 316  Topics in Music Technology  2 Credits  
Rotating topics in advanced aspects of Sound and Music Technology
covering a wide array of genres and methodologies. Courses offered
may include: Composing for Film and Games; Performing with Live
Electronics; 3-Dimensional Sound; Advanced DAW and Recording
Techniques.

MU 318  Music Internship  1.00 - 6.00 Credits  
Music Internships consist of structured work experiences with a variety
of for-profit and non¬profit music-related organizations designed
to provide the Music Department student with practical “real world”
experience and exposure to potential future employment opportunities.
Participation requires junior standing and permission of the Department
Chair. Credits depend on the nature and duration of the internship and
can range from 1 to 6 credits.
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MU 320  Ensemble III  2 Credits  
Communal music-making plays a vital role in the development of the
creative musician. 300-level ensembles provide advanced experience
through a rotating variety of styles, repertoires, and approaches.
In addition to bi-weekly rehearsals, students take part in a public
performance through the Music Department’s semesterly Scores of
Sound Festival and additional public performance by arrangment of
Instructor and students. Sample 300-level ensembles may include:
Modern Afro Pop Ensemble; Chamber Ensemble III; Latin Jazz Ensemble;
Jazz Ensemble III; Spontaneous Music Ensemble; Advanced Gamelan;
and others.

MU 324  Topics in Music Theory and Analysis  3 Credits  
Rotating topics in the theory and analysis of music covering a wide
array of timeframes, genres, and methodologies. Courses offered may
include: Post---Tonal Theory; Advanced Jazz Harmony; Repetition as a
Musical Structure; Form & Analysis: the Shape of Things; Polyphony and
Counterpoint

MU 348  Topics in Generative Music Practice  2 Credits  
Rotating topics in generative music practice allowing students the
opportunity to explore their own artistic voice through composition,
arranging, and improvisation in a wide array of genres and methods.
Courses offered may include: Composing for Electronic Media; Advanced
Improvisation Practice; Composing for String Quartet; The Art of
Songwriting; Arranging and Orchestration

MU 354  Topics in Music History  3 Credits  
Rotating topics in the development of various musical histories covering
a wide array of historical time periods, geographical regions, musical
genres, and critical methodologies. Special emphasis placed on writing,
revision, and research methods. Courses offered may include: The
Western Musical Canon; Gender and Sexuality in Music; Improvisation,
Race, and Experimentalism; Minimalism; Histories of Sound Recording;
and others.

MU 356  Topics in Ethnomusicology  3 Credits  
Rotating topics in the study of music covering a wide array of global
perspectives, timeframes, genres, and methodologies. Special emphasis
placed on ethnographic research and fieldwork. Courses offered may
include: Musical Ethnographies of Seattle; Black Music Matters; Music
and Spirituality; and others.

MU 357  Music, Community, and Pedagogy  2 Credits  
Through implementing workshops and performances in community
centers and public schools in the Seattle community, this course
stimulates music students to discover and apply their unique artistic
identity in the world outside the academy. Students will uncover who
they are as artists through exercises in self-examination (identity), and
communicate those identities through projects in digital web design,
self-promotion on social media, and grant writing (communication).
Students will then practice building audiences through proposing and
implementing projects built around their strengths in the community
(connection). This project-based course is focused on building awareness
and relevance of one’s artistic voice within the context of community.

MU 380  Private Instruction: 300-Level  2 Credits  
The Cornish Music Department puts a high level of importance on Private
Instruction as a means of development and mentorship for the aspiring
musician. Private Instruction at the 300-level is a continuation of 200-
level instruction, with increasingly higher levels of expectations for
technique and repertoire for instruments, voice types, or compositional
practice. Students demonstrate their development at an End of Semester
Performance (ESP) in front of a faculty panel, who offer written and verbal
feedback.

MU 390  Elective PI: 300-Level  2 Credits  
The Cornish Music Department puts a high level of importance on Private
Instruction as a means of development and mentorship for the aspiring
musician. Private Instruction at the 300-level is a continuation of 200-
level instruction, with increasingly higher levels of expectations for
technique and repertoire for instruments, voice types, or compositional
practice. Students demonstrate their development at an End of Semester
Performance (ESP) in front of a faculty panel, who offer written and verbal
feedback. Private Instruction fees apply, see website for details.

MU 392  Secondary Private Instruction  3 Credits  
Private Instruction fee applies. 50 minutes of instruction per week.
Individual instruction is offered for all instruments, voice, and
composition. Private Instruction fees apply.

MU 395  Cornerstone Project Colloquium  1 Credit  
Colloquium taken during the semester of a student's 3rd Year
Cornerstone Project. Students offer feedback, critique, and support of
cohort projects and work with designated faculty member on topics
related to the completion of the Cornerstone Project.

MU 398  Independent Study  1.00 - 4.00 Credits  
Focuses on a special project of the student’s choice and design that is
unavailable within the regular curriculum. Junior standing and permission
from Department Chair required.

MU 399  Cornerstone Project  2 Credits  
Working with a selected faculty member, students undertake a significant
project during their 3rd year. Projects may include a recital, lecture/recital,
a substantial research project or composition, or an alternative project
approved by the department.

MU 418  Music Internship  1.00 - 6.00 Credits  
Music Internships consist of structured work experiences with a variety
of for-profit and non¬profit music-related organizations designed
to provide the Music Department student with practical “real world”
experience and exposure to potential future employment opportunities.
Participation requires junior standing and permission of the Department
Chair. Credits depend on the nature and duration of the internship and
can range from 1 to 6 credits.

MU 420  Ensemble IV  2 Credits  
Communal music-making plays a vital role in the development of the
creative musician. 400-level ensembles provide select, highly advanced
experiences through a rotating variety of styles, repertoires, and
approaches. In addition to bi-weekly rehearsals, students take part in a
public performance through the Music Department’s semesterly Scores
of Sound Festival and additional public performance by arrangment
of Instructor and students. Sample 400-level ensembles include: Jazz
Composers Ensemble, Electro- Acoustic Ensemble, New Music Ensemble,
and others.

MU 480  Private Instruction: 400-Level  2 Credits  
The Cornish Music Department puts a high level of importance on Private
Instruction as a means of development and mentorship for the aspiring
musician. Private Instruction at the 400-level is a continuation of 300-
level instruction, with increasingly higher levels of expectations for
technique and repertoire for instruments, voice types, or compositional
practice. Students demonstrate their development at an End of Semester
Performance (ESP) in front of a faculty panel, who offer written and verbal
feedback.
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MU 490  Elective PI: 400-Level  2 Credits  
The Cornish Music Department puts a high level of importance on Private
Instruction as a means of development and mentorship for the aspiring
musician. Private Instruction at the 400-level is a continuation of 300-
level instruction, with increasingly higher levels of expectations for
technique and repertoire for instruments, voice types, or compositional
practice. Students demonstrate their development at an End of Semester
Performance (ESP) in front of a faculty panel, who offer written and verbal
feedback. Private Instruction fees apply, see website for details.

MU 498  Independent Study  1.00 - 4.00 Credits  
Focuses on a special project of the student’s choice and design that is
unavailable within the regular curriculum. Senior standing and permission
from Department Chair required.

MU 499  Capstone Project  3 Credits  
Working with a selected faculty member, students undertake a significant
project during their 4th year. Projects may include a recital, lecture/recital,
a substantial research project or composition, or an alternative project
approved by the department.
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